Parientes

By José Antonio Esquibel

View of houses and street near San Miguel Church, Santa Fe, 1880. Photo courtesy of the Denver Public
Library, Western History Collection, Z-4155.

The Griego-Bernal Family
he colony established by Juan de
Onate and his followers in New
Mexico represented one of the last
major efforts of the 16th century to
expand the geography of the Spanish empire
and the Roman Catholic Church via a policy
guided by the ideology of evangelization. In
1598, the region was brought into the
constellation of the Hapsburg realms as a
community of Christendom.

Various Pueblo Indian leaders actively
negotiated political and military alliances with
the Spaniards, seeking advantages and
benefits for their people as well as
strengthening the political and economic

status of their communities within the region.
Following the lack of discoveries of silver and
gold in New Mexico, the Spanish crown and
church focused attention on spreading the
Christian faith among the multiple
communities of Pueblo Indians.

Of the several hundred soldiers that came
north between 1598 and 1601, a great majority
of them deemed New Mexico a land of misery
and abandoned the colony. By 1608, only
about 50 Spanish soldiers, many with families,
continued to reside in New Mexico. A lack of
documentation makes it difficult to
understand the motives of those few soldiers
who decided to remain and make their homes
among thousands of Indians.

Among these brave and
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determined individuals
were Juan Griego and his
wife, Pascuala Bernal. There
are three known references
to the origins of Juan
Griego, each confirming he
was a native of Greece. The
circumstances that brought
him into service within the

Hapsburg empire are still unknown. Juan
traveled a great distance to eventually arrive
in Mexico City prior to 1597, by which time he
was already married to Pascuala Bernal.

Information on the origins of Pascuala
Bernal is equally scant. Research into a
variety of records confirms she was an
Indian acculturated to Spanish society,
apparently coming from one of the tribes
of the Valley of Mexico that spoke Nauhuatl.
Her son, Juan Griego, the younger, was
referred to as Nauatato, probably referring
to “one who speaks Nauhautl,” and her
children were consistently identified as
mestizos, indicating a racial mixture of
Caucasian and Indian.

As a solider in Ofiate’s army, Juan Griego
apparently served at the garrison that would
eventually become the Villa de Santa Fe. His
son, Juan, consistently gave Santa Fe as his
birthplace and indicated he was born about
1604 or 1605. Documents issued by the viceroy
of New Spain and by the king in 1608 make
references to the garrison (la guarnicion) and the
fort (el presidio) in New Mexico for the
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protection of “nuestra sancta fee catélica,” “our
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